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(54) IMAGE FORMING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To facilitate the suppression of 
illegal copying and criminal pursuit by 
synthesizing an identification mark intrinsic 
to a device to image data, switching a dither 
pattern between the identification mark 
synthesized part and an image data part, 
performing a dither processing, performing 
output and specifying an image forming device 
with which the illegal copying is performed. 

CONSTITUTION: When image reading is 
started at a scanner unit 101, a signal 
generation circuit 202 generates a synthesis 
starting signal SGM=L at the time of forming 
the images of Y image data and starting the 



synthesis of the identification mark. A 
selector 203 outputs the identification mark 
outputted from a storage part 201 instead of 
normal image data as output images a dither 
processing part 204 and synthesizes one 
identification mark. The processing part 204 
performs the dither processing for finding 
area gradation in a fine area. Successively, 
the identification mark is outputted with Y 
color toner from a printer unit 104. Thus, 
even when the illegal copying of a special 
original such as paper money is performed for 
instance the image forming device with which 
the illegal copying is performed can be 
specified. 
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